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The National Picture 
On 1 August 2009 the Further Mathematics Support 
Programme (FMSP) replaced the Further 
Mathematics Network (FMN). The FMSP continues 
the work of the FMN and extends it to provide 
professional development for teachers of Further 
Mathematics, promoting the benefits of studying 
Mathematics beyond GCSE and offering support for 
Level 3 Mathematics within Diplomas. Like the FMN, 
the FMSP is managed by MEI and funded by the 
DCSF. The National Centre for Excellence in the 
Teaching of Mathematics (NCETM) is working in 
partnership with MEI to support the FMSP’s work in 
teacher professional development. 

It is extremely pleasing that there continues to be an increase in the number of students studying mathematics 
post-16. Mathematics and Further Mathematics A levels have built upon last year’s increased entry with further 
significant rises.  

 AS level Mathematics numbers are up from 84613 to 103312, a 22% increase  
 A level Mathematics numbers are up from 64593 to 72475, a 12% increase  
 AS level Further Mathematics numbers are up from 8945 to 13164, a 47% increase  
 A level Further Mathematics numbers are up from 9091 to 10473, a 15% increase.  

Professional Development for teachers 
The Further Mathematics Support Programme offers a range of professional development for mathematics 
teachers. This range includes: 

 
 

 

 

 Live Online courses: an exciting way of improving your 
subject knowledge.  

 Teaching Further Maths: an extended course starting in 
July and running for 15 months. We will be taking 
applications for the next cohort from February 2010.  

 Local one-day courses: a full range of modules available 
accessible right across the South West region. 

 
For information about PD please check the website 
www.furthermaths.org.uk/teacher_area. If you have any 
queries regarding the above please contact Sue de Pomerai.  
 
See over for more information and details of how to request 
local Professional Development. 

http://www.furthermaths.org.uk/
http://www.furthermaths.org.uk/teacher_area
mailto:suedepomerai@furthermaths.org.uk
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 South West events 2009-2010 
In the South West the FMSP is offering a range of training, 
revision and enrichment events open to students and 
teachers from registered schools. All of these events will be 
advertised on the South West events page.  

 

 

A small selection of this year’s activities is listed below but 
many more are planned. 

South West Events Page 

Student conferences and enrichment activities 

There are already more than 20 conferences and enrichment activities planned for this academic year in 
the South West, aimed at students from Years 10, 11, 12 and 13. Your students can investigate Bubbles 
with Martin Lavelle and David McMullan, try Ancient Geometry with Snezana Lawrence, find out about the 
Mathematics behind Google with Alyce Merry, join the FunMaths Roadshow in Bristol... 

There are activities within reach of every school in the South West but they will fill up rapidly! Keep an eye 
on the events page above and contact your local Area Coordinator or FMSP Associate for further 
information. 

 

UKMT Senior Team Mathematics Challenge Heats 

Heats for the Challenge will be held across the South West in November and early December, with the final 
in February in London. 

Thank you to all who have already signed up for these. May the best mathematicians win! 

Local professional development 
Jo and Ted are already planning one-day training courses for teachers 
in the South West in Further Pure 1 and Numerical Methods.  

It’s our plan to bring the right A level CPD right to your 
doorstep, so please contact us (see above) to talk about 
courses tailor-made for your department. 

http://www.furthermaths.org.uk/centre/SouthWest3.php

