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Welcome to the FMSP

On 1 August 2009 the Further Mathematics Support Programme (FMSP) replaced the Further

N SIISDSEUT; 'S Mathematics Network (FMN). The FMSP continues the work of the FMN and extends it to
: provide professional development for teachers of Further Mathematics, promoting the benefits
- of studying Mathematics beyond GCSE and offering support for level 3 mathematics within
2

diplomas. Like the FMN, the FMSP is managed by MEI and funded by the DCSF. The National
Iplerme STl 2 Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of Mathematics (NCETM) is working in partnership with

Yinl Students 2 MEI to support the FMSP6s work in teachersoffproc

ggm;fggggns 3 The FMSP bl_JiIds on the considerable achievements of the FMN. In round nu_mbers, since the

cenior Team , FMN started in 2004/5, thef numbers of students taking AS Further Mathematics have trebled to

e e over 13 000 and those taking the full A level have doubled to over 10 000. Over the same

Challenge period the proportion of state schools and colleges with students taking A level Further

Revision Days 3 Mathematics has risen from less than 40% to around 60%. Studying Further Mathematics

Recreational 4 and high level mathematics within diplomas enables students to be better prepared for degree

Vathematies courses in sciences and engineering, as well as mathematics itself. Young people well

Contact details 4 educated in these subjects are vital to our economy. The FMSP will support continued,

sustainable growth in the number of students taking mathematics at this level, in preparation

IMPORTANT for university and employment.

DATES The FMSP has 20 Area Coordinators across England. Their work focuses on ensuring that all
Conferences for students can access Further Mathematics tuition and enabling more schools and colleges to
Area Coordinators  provide Further Mathematics tuition themselves by supporting teachers and encouraging
f Autumn 2009 nearby schools and colleges to collaborate to provide teaching.

Conference, September
23rd and 24th 2009.  The FMSP has great potential to improve the mathematical education of young people,

1 Spring 2010 Conference,supporting their ambitions in sciences, technology, engineering and mathematics.
March 23rd and 24th
20009. Charlie Stripp, Programme Leader

Student Support Strand

A key aim of the Further Mathematics Support Programme is to continue the work of the FMN
by ensuring that every student can access tuition in Further Mathematics. Wherever possible
the FMSP will work to help students access Further Mathematics tuition in their own school or
college, with their own teachers. Helping schools and colleges to provide this tuition themselves
is a really important part of the work of the FMSP.

When schools or colleges cannot provide Further Mathematics tuition themselves, the FMSP
will explore whether neighbouring schools and colleges can work together to offer tuition
through consortium arrangements. If this is not possible, the FMSP can provide tuition to
students and offer support and training to teachers, with a view to enabling them to provide
Further Mathematics tuition themselves in the future.

FMSP tuition follows the successful model established by the FMN. This involves a blend of
tutorial sessions with expert FMSP tutors, and students working independently using online
resources.

All students tutored through the FMSP will have access to live online teaching. The balance

between live online and face-tof ace t ui ti on depends upon stufdent
online tuition involves students communicating interactively with their tutor and other group

members using microphones, graphics tablets and instant messaging. Live online revision

sessions and topic summary sessions will also be provided. Students really enjoy online
sessions; they offer a dynamic, intensive I|fgarr
the forefront of the provision of live online support in mathematics.

We look forward to an exciting year, helping more students to study Further Mathematics and
giving them a great learning experience.

Richard Lissaman, Student Support Leader

The Further Mathematics Support Programme is manage@ and funded by / \ ga?fé‘r:‘z"‘sfg}:ools and families


http://www.mei.org.uk/

PAGE 2

The Further Mathematics Support Programme has a strong focus on CPD. The FMSP is
working in partnership with the NCETM to develop a coherent provision of professional
development to support teachers of AS/A level Further Mathematics and level 3
mathematics within the diplomas.

T The 6Teaching Further Mathematicsd cour se,
running for 2009/10 with a record cohort of 42 teachers. Several teachers have
opted to extend the course into a Postgraduate Certificate through Warwick
University.

9 The range of Live Online Professional Development (LOPD) courses developed by
the FMN has been expanded and the new programme has been launched.

1 The 20 FMSP Area Coordinators are running regional CPD courses throughout this
academic year. These will be advertised on the FMSP website and the NCETM
portal.

T The NCETM portal wildl have a dedicated Fur
link directly to the FMSP website.

1 The NCETM teacher self-evaluation tools will be extended to include further
mathematics.

1 A series of NCETM Maths Knowledge Networks for further mathematics has been
arranged for this term. These are being jointly managed by NCETM and FMSP
staff.

9 The first round of NCETM teacher enquiry grants specifically focused on Further
Mathematics teachers has been advertised and the FMSP will be involved in
selecting the successful applicants.

1 Work to support teachers of level 3 mathematics within diplomas will begin with
support for the engineering diploma and we intend to have some pilot materials
available in the New Year.

For further information and updates on our CPD provision please see:
www.furthermaths.org.uk/teacher_area/cpd.php
Sue de Pomerai, CPD Leader

The first diploma related activity for the FMSP Area Coordinators is to identify institutions
in their regions offering level 3 diplomas and ensure they are aware of the support the
FMSP can offer with specialised mathematics.

FMSP Area Coordinators will provide expert advice to teachers and lecturers and will
encourage support networks for those teaching diplomas.

Supporting

(T ASTEROIRBIE | tre short term, we think take up of this support is most likely in schools and colleges

offering the level 3 Engineering Diploma, since this has a compulsory mathematics unit,

Methematical Techniques and Applications. For this unit we have developed online

d|p| omas Iearni_ng resources that cover all th_e content whichever exam specifi_cation is _being used.
We will make these resources available to schools and colleges registered with the FMSP

that are offering the level 3 Engineering diploma.

3 mathematic

We are also preparing to offer support for teachers and learners of the Additional
Specialist Learning mathematics unit for the level 3 Engineering Diploma, Mathematics
for Engineering.

Richard Browne, FMSP Diploma Support Leader

Sadly, itodés time to say 9o
Ralph Rutter, who have been working with us for the

. \ ; )
| +ast year through the Year in Industry (Yinl) scheme.
Ylnl StUden They are both heading off to study mathematics at

both depart university, Sarah at Lancaster and Ralph at Surrey.
Both have been an enormous help to us, and we wish

and arrive them every success for the future.

Fortunately we have recruited an excellent new Yinl
student, Dan Williams, to take over from them.

Janice Richards, Communications and Marketing Leader
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The FMSP aims to ensure that students, parents, teachers, school/college management,
universities and employers are all aware of the benefits of studying Further Mathematics
and the support that the FMSP can provide. As part of our campaign, with the support of
More Maths Grads, we have sent a leaflet to all head teachers and college principals of
schools and colleges that offer A level Mathematics (see left image below). We hope this
will encourage more schools and colleges to engage with the FMSP and to offer their
students the opportunity to study Further Mathematics.

Another important aim of the programme is to encourage more girls to take Further
Mathematics. In 2009 only 31% of A level Further Mathematics entries were girls,
compared with 41% of A level Mathematics entries. To help us understand the reasons
for this we have launched a competition for all students in years 101 13 in England,
asking them to tell us why they think so few girls choose Further Mathematics and to
suggest how this could be changed (see middle image below). We hope this will give
us an insight into the factors that infl
fresh ideas for addressing the issue. Both the leaflet and the competition poster can be
downloaded from the news section of our website at:
www.furthermaths.org.uk/fm_news.php

Schools and colleges that were previously registered with the FMN (over 2000 of them)
have had their registrations transferred to the FMSP. They have each been sent a
welcome pack containing an FMSP registration certificate (see right image below),
information about the FMSP, and posters for their classrooms.

Janice Richards, Communications and Marketing Leader

Following the phenomenal success of the event last year, this years FMSP/UKMT Senior
Team Mathematics Challenge is set to grow again.

There will be around 50 heats covering the whole of the UK and the Channel Islands.
Some minor amendments to the rules following feedback from last year should make the
competition even more exciting.

We expect that teams from around 1000 schools/colleges will compete in regional heats
this year, with around 50 teams making it to the final in London in February 2010.

Further details can be seen at: www.furthermaths.org.uk/stmchallenge.php

Richard Lissaman, Student Support Leader

Leading up to the January exam session the FMSP will be running more than 50 revision
days to support AS/A level Mathematics and Further Mathematics. These will be taking
place across England, mainly hosted by universities. Details can be found on the revision
cays page of the FMSP website: www.furthermaths.org.uk/revision.php

In addition to these revision days there will also be live online revision sessions. These
usually last around two hours and are delivered via Elluminate. Details of these can be
found at: www.furthermaths.org.uk/onlinerevision.php

Stephen Lee, Data Analyst/Web Manager
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